316                               Sri Raghavendra

It was on the same day that the Bombay Mail had
stopped at about 11.00 A.M. at the outskirts of
Mantralayam Road station, after the passengers bound
for Mantralayam had not been allowed to detrain there-
mentioned in the beginning of the chapter.

We have seen earlier that inspite of all the checks
carried out by the Railway authorities, they could not
know the reason for the stoppage of the train, their
efforts to re-start it also proving to be abortive. It was just
within half an hour of that struggle that the collector's
telegram was received there. And immediately on its
receipt, the station authorities permitted the passengers
to alight there, much to their delight and elation.

In that atmosphere of joy and awe, the passengers
were left wondering and talking among themselves how
the quarantine order could have been withdrawn all of a
sudden. The Railway official present there, though
happy, was however left perplexed for a different reason.
He was still wondering why the train had stopped without
there being anything wrong in the operational system.

But suddenly it flashed in his mind that it could have
been on account of the supernatural powers of Sri
Raghavendra only. He felt as if Sri Raghavendra was
telling him, 'Look, the Collector is going to send
necessary instructions.  Therefore, in order not to
disappoint the devotees, I have stopped the train.'

Later, he reasoned out to himself that if the train had
been halted for that cause, it should also be possible to
re-start it by the same token, since the devotees have all
detrained and their hearts' desire too has been fulfilled.